
	
	

 
 
 

 

TAFE – Be a #FarmDost celebrates National Farmers’ Day by inviting 

Bengaluru residents to become farmers for a day 

 

§ Hundreds of participants from in and around Bengaluru try out farming 

§ An occasion to meet and interact with farmers 

§ A day packed with farm related activities and rural cuisine 

§ A day dedicated to celebrating farmers and the profession of farming 
 

Bengaluru | 17th December, 2017: Tractors and Farm Equipment Limited - TAFE, through its social 

awareness initiative, ‘Be a #FarmDost’ brought residents of Bengaluru and farmers together on a farm to 

celebrate National Farmers’ Day which falls on December 23. Held in the outskirts of Bengaluru, the 

celebration was a unique opportunity for the urban community to interact with the farming community 

and get insights into their life by participating in farm activities and live the life of a farmer for a day. 

The participants were selected on a first come, first served basis from in and around Bengaluru city. The 

day-long event which was completely free for the participants aimed at giving them a taste of farming 

and the rural life. Farmers from the local community were also part of the event playing the lead role by 

sharing their insights about farming and inspiring the participants. The day began with an introduction to 

TAFE’s ‘Be a #FarmDost’ initiative chronicling its journey of two years. More than 100 participants were 

present which included people of all ages, who were divided into different teams and engaged in 

activities like, planting of saplings, organic manure making, farm tour, farm tending and ‘Build-a-farm’.  

The ‘Build-a-farm’ contest required the teams to build their own miniature farm with the guidance of the 

farmers, keeping in mind the practicalities associated with setting up a real farm. It exposed the 

participants to farming challenges, the vagaries of nature, the intense planning and hard work involved. 

All the activities of the day were planned such that the participants got a deeper understanding of the 

farmers’ life and hence renewed respect for them and the profession of farming. Post the activities an 

interaction was held between the participants and farmers, where the guests spoke of their perception of 

farmers and farming - before they attended the event and after spending the day on the farm. 



	
	

One among the participants, Ms. Priya said, ”I feel happy and content to be a part of this meaningful 

initiative. I came here with my husband and children and, after spending a day here, we intend to visit 

farms more frequently to learn about farming. It’s not always that we get a chance to spend a weekend 

speaking to farmers and learning more about their work. We hope this will be useful for our children to 

know the importance of farming and the hard work of the farming community”.   

Mr. TR Kesavan, TAFE President and COO (Product Strategy & Corporate Relations) said, “We are glad to 

host TAFE’s ‘Be a ‘#FarmDost’ event to celebrate National Farmers’ Day. The core idea behind this event 

and many such events we hope to host in the future revolves around creating a bond between the 

farmers and the urban population. The #FarmDost initiative aims to encourage people to empathize and 

express gratitude to farmers - whose hard work sustains and nourishes us all. We hope the participants 

continue to remain #FarmDosts throughout their life. As our mission states, we will continue to cultivate 

the world by helping farming communities around the world prosper.” 

Winners of the ‘Build-a-Farm’ challenge were presented with prizes and the farmers were also felicitated. 

The event was also attended by celebrity RJs and also included a musical performance by Vasu Dixit of 

‘Swarathma’ to entertain both the urban and the farming community. 

All the participants were presented with pomegranate saplings and a #FarmDost seed kit to continue 

their journey of farming and put in practice their knowledge they received from the farmers. This day at 

the farm by TAFE – ‘Be #FarmDost’ is another step towards, bringing the farming community back into 

the urban social consciousness and nurturing an environment that respects farmer and the profession of 

farming.	 	



	
	

The ‘Be a #FarmDost’ initiative: 

Tractors and Farm Equipment Limited (TAFE), the world’s third largest tractor manufacturer, launched 

the ‘Be a #FarmDost’ initiative with the aim to help the urban and semi-urban population understand the 

importance of a farmer in their lives. The initiative wants to raise empathy by encouraging people to step 

into the farmer’s shoes, even if for a small while. The idea stems from the thought that if people realize 

the effort it takes to cultivate a single crop, they would truly realize what the average farmer has to go 

through, day in and day out. 

The ‘Be a #FarmDost’ initiative is simple, to show gratitude to the farmers who are responsible for 

sustaining and nourishing us. Launched in April 2015, the initiative is spearheaded by the Corporate 

Communications team of TAFE. In its first phase, TAFE encouraged the urban population to become 

farmers in a small way using the #FarmDost seed kit to cultivate crops at home, thereby realizing the 

effort that goes into the food they eat every day. People were also challenged to meet farmers and thank 

them for their hard work that nourishes and sustains the world. To support this mission, activities have 

been carried out throughout the country apart from the daily activity on all its online communities. 

The ‘Be a #FarmDost’ initiative is primarily driven online, building a global community of #FarmDosts, 

reaching out to them across media and platforms. The aim is to communicate with and bring like-minded 

people together who relate to the cause and bring the farmer back into social consciousness. Within a 

short span, the #FarmDost community grew to become 1 million strong on Facebook and is steadily 

growing. It also has a notable presence on other platforms like Linkedin, YouTube, Google Plus, Pinterest, 

and Instagram. 

The ‘Be a #FarmDost’ initiative’s simple yet powerful message of gratitude and appreciation for the 

farmers and the profession of farming has resonated with society and is inspiring people to realize the 

true value of the invisible hero – the farmer. 

	 	



	
	

About TAFE:  

The world’s third largest tractor manufacturer and second largest in India by volumes with an annual sale 

of over 150,000 tractors; TAFE is one of the leading exporters of tractors from India with a turnover in 

excess of INR 93 billion. TAFE manufactures a range of tractors in the sub 100 hp segment in both the 

air-cooled and water-cooled platforms and markets them under its three iconic brands - Massey 

Ferguson, TAFE and Eicher. Its over 1000 strong distribution network covers the entire length and 

breadth of India. Apart from India, its products have found excellent acceptance in over 100 countries 

across the world, including developed countries in Europe and the Americas. 

Besides tractors and farm machinery, TAFE manufactures diesel engines, silent gensets, batteries, 

hydraulic pumps and cylinders, gears and transmission components, and has business interest in vehicle 

franchises and plantations. TAFE is committed to the Total Quality Movement (TQM) and three of its 

tractor plants are certified under ISO 9001 and ISO 14001. 

TAFE has been presented the Star Performer Award by the Engineering Export Promotion Council (EEPC) 

of India for 21 consecutive years, the TPM Excellence Award by the Japan Institute of Plant Management 

(JIPM) several times, the Frost & Sullivan - IMEA Award for significant progress towards reliable 

processes, the Regional Contributor Award for quality supplies from Toyota Motor Company, Japan, the 

Manufacturing Supply Chain Operational Excellence - Automobile Award at the second Asia Manufacturing 

Supply Chain Summit, the Agriculture Leadership Award by Agriculture Today magazine, the Corporate 

Citizen of the Year Award by Public Relations Council of India, and has also received Commendation for 

Significant Achievement on the journey towards Business Excellence by the CII-EXIM Bank - Business 

Excellence Award jury, etc. to name a few. 

 

 


